
Dear Iowans,

Three years ago, when I was elected to Congress and arrived in Washington after living my entire life in Iowa, 
it didn’t take long to see firsthand how D.C. can change people. That year, lobbyists and the corporations that 
back them spent more than $3.5 billion to influence the federal government, much of that aimed at members 
of Congress.1 That adds up to countless cocktail hours, receptions, banquets, and closed-door meetings – 
and doesn’t even include the tens of millions in campaign contributions showered on our Representatives 
and Senators. Spend too much time in Washington, and all those perks can make some politicians forget 
about the people who sent them there and the values they were elected to serve.

Iowans need look no further for proof than the record of our own Senator, Chuck Grassley.

When Sen. Grassley was first running for Congress in 1974, he declared to Iowans that “our first priority is to 
get the wealthy to pay the fair share.”2  He ran on a platform of breaking up corporate monopolies.3 And he 
pledged that he wouldn’t go Washington, promising that he would continue to live in Iowa rather than resid-
ing in D.C.4 After earning election, he told voters “If I don’t come back to Iowa the same Chuck Grassley that 
left, well, you ought to kick me in the seat of the pants.”5

Nearly 50 years later, the Chuck Grassley of 1974 would hardly recognize his current self as he’s broken every 
single one of those promises. He’s backed tax giveaways for the richest Americans and largest corporations6 
that added nearly $2 trillion to the national debt,7 then turned around and voted against a $1,600 tax cut for 
Iowa families, deeming it too expensive.8 He’s rolled back protections on Wall Street designed to break up 
big banks, in order to let financial companies make more money at the expense of Iowa workers and small 
businesses.9 He now lives in a D.C. home worth nearly a million dollars, and is personally worth millions that 
he’s invested with Wall Street.

And back here in Iowa, we’ve paid the price. We’re paying more for our prescription drugs as prices are 
jacked up year after year.10 Our small towns and rural areas are being hollowed out due to lack of investment 
and opportunity.11 And since Sen. Grassley went to Washington we’ve lost 30,000 family farms as D.C. has put 
large corporate agriculture first, and left family farms an afterthought.12

Why has Sen. Grassley changed, even though he once promised he wouldn’t? One has to look no further 
than the corporate special interests and lobbyists who now back him.

Sen. Grassley’s received more than $1.2 million in campaign contributions from lobbyists,13 who routinely host 
D.C. fundraisers for him.14 A longtime member of the Senate Finance Committee, Sen. Grassley was the guest 
of honor at a fundraiser hosted by Wall Street bank J.P. Morgan Chase,15 then shortly after voted to stop the 
Dodd-Frank financial reforms that reined in J.P. Morgan Chase and the rest of Wall Street.16 He’s received 
more than $1.3 million from the pharmaceutical industry,17 and helped write the law banning Medicare from 
negotiating with the drug companies for cheaper prescription drugs for seniors.18 And he’s firmly embedded 
in the D.C. revolving door – at least 29 of his current or former staffers have worked as lobbyists, more than 
all but eight other members of Congress.19 Many, having built close relationships with Sen. Grassley, now 
likely turn around and lobby him on behalf of their corporate clients.

It’s clear that over the decades D.C. has changed Chuck Grassley, and that he now stands up for his lobbyist 
and corporate industry donors rather than the Iowans he represents.

But he’s not alone. By the end of the current Congress, 18 Senators will have spent two decades or more in 
the Senate. That amounts to decades of opportunity for corporate lobbyists to wine and dine and cozy up 
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to our elected officials to shift their priorities from fighting for working citizens to boosting the profits of their 
companies. 

We must break the iron grip of corporate influence on our legislative process, and that starts with imposing 
term limits that ban members of Congress from serving more than 12 years in office. Instituting Congressional 
term limits is a common sense solution that is backed by more than 80 percent of Americans, including strong 
majorities of both Republicans and Democrats alike,20 and will play a key role in cleaning up Washington.

Even Chuck Grassley once agreed. Sen. Grassley has been voting for 12-year term limits for at least 30 
years,21 and called them an “effort to return democracy to the people.”22 He even once recognized their ef-
fectiveness in preventing lobbyists from taking over our government, declaring of a proposal to impose term 
limits on Congressional committee service, “in this way, no one Senator can become a dictator on any one 
issue and it prevents the lobbyists and career bureaucracy from becoming too all-powerful.”23

However, as the decades roll by, Sen. Grassley seems to only truly support them for everyone else but him-
self. In 1996, he voted in support of a Constitutional amendment that would impose 12-year term limits24 – but 
then voted to exempt his own 24 years of service in the Senate so he wouldn’t be forced to step down if the 
effort was successful.25 And in recent years, he’s expressed hesitancy about his earlier support for term limits, 
even attempting to reverse his previous conviction that term limits reduce lobbyist influence, and instead 
arguing that they ““strengthen the power of lobbyists” and that “we kind of have term limits anyway because 
every six years or two years you get a chance to vote out a member of Congress.”26

Enough is enough. I got into politics to fight for Iowa communities just like the small town I grew up in; to stand 
up to big corporations and put people first by lowering prescription drug costs, raising wages, investing in our 
rural areas, and breaking up monopolies to prevent Iowans from being taken advantage of – even if it means 
the biggest multinational companies have to make a bit less in profit.

I didn’t run for office so I could have a career in Washington spent cozying up to lobbyists or to get rich off 
the taxpayers’ dime. Two terms in the Senate would be more than enough for me, and it should be more than 
enough for anyone else too.

That’s why I’m following through where Sen. Grassley has failed, and pledging to Iowans that if elected, I will 
serve no more than two terms in the Senate. And I’ll support 12-year term limits for each legislative body that 
will keep everyone else in Washington from serving longer than that period as well.

While many Senators have given lip service to this idea, very few have actually kept their word. Just last 
week, Sen. Ron Johnson broke his pledge to serve only two terms and announced his re-election campaign 
for a third.27 So that’s why I’m making a commitment to every single Iowan – if I break my word and run for a 
third term in the Senate, I’m asking each and every one of you to vote me out at that time. Anyone who goes 
back on such a promise deserves to lose their job.

One hundred people should not hold a near-monopoly on Senate service, and I know that there are tens of 
thousands of inspiring individuals in communities across the country who can get much more done, and do 
it by actually putting partisan politicians aside and focusing on actual solutions. Term limits will make it much 
harder for corporate lobbyists to hijack legislation to boost their profits, get new blood into the Senate that 
will be laser-focused on the ideals and ideas on which they ran for office, and spur Congress to start investing 
in our communities and our families once more.

Sincerely,

Abby Finkenauer

2



3

CITATIONS

1.  Lobbying Data Summary, Open Secrets
2. “Charles Grassley: ‘In fiscal matters, yes, I’m much like H.R. Gross’.” Mason City Globe-Gazette, 10/26/74
3. “A ‘clear choice’ in Third District U.S. House race.” Des Moines Tribune, 7/3/74
4. “Grassley to seek 3rd District seat.” Waterloo Courier, 2/7/74
5. “UNI graduate goes to Congress.” Greene Recorder, 1/22/75
6. H.R. 1, Vote #323, 12/20/2017
7. “GOP tax law will add $1.9 trillion to debt: CBO.” The Hill, 4/9/18
8. H.R. 1319, Vote #110, 3/6/21
9. S. 900, Vote #354, 11/4/1999; S. 2155, Vote #54, 3/14/2018
10.  “Price Increases Continue to Outpace Inflation for Many Medicare Part D Drugs.” Kaiser Family Founda-

tion, 2/4/21
11. “This map shows the stark reality of rural Iowa’s population loss.” Des Moines Register, 5/29/18
12.  1974 Census of Agriculture – Iowa, U.S. Department of Commerce Census Bureau, p. I-13; 2017 Census 

of Agriculture – Iowa, U.S. Department of Commerce Census Bureau, p. 7
13. Top Industries – Career, Chuck Grassley, Open Secrets
14.  Breakfast for Chuck Grassley, 3/27/12, Sunlight Foundation; Breakfast for Chuck Grassley, 9/30/10, Sun-

light Foundation
15. Breakfast for Chuck Grassley, 3/10/10, Sunlight Foundation
16. H.R. 4173,Vote #208, 7/15/10
17.  Pharmaceutical Manufacturing: Money to Congress, Open Secrets; Pharmaceuticals/Health Products: 

Money to Congress, Open Secrets
18. Co-Sponsors, S. 1, 108th Congress
19. Revolving Door: Congressional Staffers, Open Secrets
20. “NATIONAL CONGRESSIONAL TERM LIMITS POLL: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.” U.S. Term Limits, 3/1/21
21.  Motion to Table S.Amdt.255 to S.Amdt.254 to S.Amdt.242, Vote #69, 05/22/1991
22. “High court tosses out term limits.” Quad City Times, 5/23/95
23. “Grassley projects air of maverick.” Quad City Times, 10/27/92
24. Cloture motion on the committee substitute S.J.Res.21, Vote #79, 04/23/1996
25. Markup of S.J. Res 21, Senate Judiciary Committee, 2/9/95
26. “After almost 40 years in Senate, Grassley still backs term limits.” Cedar Rapids Gazette, 6/19/19
27.  “Ron Johnson says he will run for third Senate term despite previous pledge to retire.” Washington Post, 

1/9/22

https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying
https://www.newspapers.com/image/391373052/?terms=chuck%20grassley%20term%20limits&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/325214214
https://www.newspapers.com/image/356287420/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/32094180
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=115&session=1&vote=00323
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/382319-gop-tax-law-will-add-19-trillion-to-debt-cbo
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=117&session=1&vote=00110
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=106&session=1&vote=00354
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=115&session=2&vote=00054
https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/price-increases-continue-to-outpace-inflation-for-many-medicare-part-d-drugs/
https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/price-increases-continue-to-outpace-inflation-for-many-medicare-part-d-drugs/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2018/05/29/map-shows-stark-reality-iowa-rural-population-loss-depopulation-metro-urban/652175002/
https://agcensus.library.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/1974-Iowa-1974-01-full.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_1_State_Level/Iowa/iav1.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_1_State_Level/Iowa/iav1.pdf
https://www.opensecrets.org/members-of-congress/chuck-grassley/industries?cid=N00001758&cycle=CAREER
http://politicalpartytime.org/party/30442/
http://politicalpartytime.org/party/23709/
http://politicalpartytime.org/party/23709/
http://politicalpartytime.org/party/20259/
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=111&session=2&vote=00208
https://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.php?ind=H4300&recipdetail=S&sortorder=A&cycle=All
https://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.php?ind=H04&cycle=All&recipdetail=S&mem=Y
https://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.php?ind=H04&cycle=All&recipdetail=S&mem=Y
https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1/cosponsors
https://www.opensecrets.org/revolving/top.php?display=M
https://www.termlimits.com/library/National_Poll_2021-OF.pdf
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=102&session=1&vote=00069
https://www.newspapers.com/image/307241367/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/306745009/?terms=chuck%20grassley%20term%20limits&match=1
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=104&session=2&vote=00079
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/104th-congress/senate-report/158
https://www.thegazette.com/government-politics/after-almost-40-years-in-senate-grassley-still-backs-term-limits/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/01/09/ron-johnson-reelection/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/01/09/ron-johnson-reelection/

